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CARNFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


— O — 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

CARNFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  in  your  District. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  W.  FARQUHAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


Medical : 

R.  W.  FARQUHAR,  B.Sc.  (Agri.),  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Others : 

F.  O.  WATERHOUSE,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(part  time). 


{Information  relating  to  the  Area  and  the  circumstances  of 

the  year). 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  1,504  Acres 

Population  (Census  1931),  3,139;  1952  (Estimated)  3,453 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  of  1952  according 

to  Rate  Book  1,112 

Rateable  Value  £20,854 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £83 


Social  Conditions,  including  the  Chief  Occupations  of  the 

Inhabitants. 

The  social  conditions  are  very  satisfactory.  The  inhabitants 
are  mainly  Railway  and  Rural  workers. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS— 1952 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


M F T 

22  22  44 
1 1 2 


23  23  46 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  popula- 
tion   13.3 


Still  Birtlis 


2 3 Rate  per  1,000  (live 

and'  still)  births  ...  61 


■ Deaths  (all  causes)  26  12  38  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  popu- 


lation   11.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

(under  1 year  of  age)  12  3 live  births  65 

Deaths  of  Infants  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

(under  4 weeks  of  age)  1 — 1 live  births  22 

Maternal  Deaths 

(Pregnancy,  childbirth  Maternal  Death  Rate 

and  abortion)  — — — Nil 


DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIFIED  DISEASES;— 

MET  otal 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  6 — 6 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  — — — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)' — — — 

,,  ,,  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  1 — 1 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1952. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

(The  number  of  deaths  classified 
should  agree  with  the  total 
supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General) 

Respiratory 

Non  -Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non -Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Years 
0—1 
1—6 
6—10 
10—16 
16—20 
20—26 
26—86 
86—46 
46 — 66 

55—65 
65  & over 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

2 ""Nil  1 Nil 


CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH— 1952 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 
Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease — angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 


Male  Female 


1 

2 

1 

3 

4 
7 
2 
2 
1 


1 

2 


1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total;  26  12 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1952. 


Total  Casks  Notified. 

Hospital. 

Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

1 to  2 

2 to  8 

3 to  4 

4 to  6 

o 

o 

10  to  16 

o 

OC 

o 

fH 

20  to  86 

1 86  to  46 

46  to  66 

1 66  & over 

1 Total  Death* 

Total  Caaes 

Removed  to 

Hoapital 

from  the 

District. 

Deaths  in  Hos- 

pital of  persons 
belonging  to 

District. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever... 

1 

.... 

1 

1 

... 

Total.. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

... 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Since  1948  only  one  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  in 
your  district,  and  the  disease  is  now  becoming  so  rare  that  many 
young  parents  do  not  realise  how  dangerous  it  can  be.  We  can- 
not afford  to  relax  our  efforts  to  maintain  a high  rate  of  immunisa- 
tion against  diphtheria,  for  statistics  show  that  the  number  of 
children  accepting  this  valuable  protective  measure  is  still  well 
below  the  number  considered  necessary  to  eradicate  the  disease 
from  the  commimity.  The  protection  rate  should  75%  of  the 
child  population  but  in  1952  it  was  only  31%  (approximately) 
for  the  country  as  a whole. 

In  Health  Division  No.  2 (which  includes  Carnforth  Urban 
District)  68.8%  of  the  children  under  the  age  of  15  had  at  some 
time  before  31st  December,  1952,  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  against  diphtheria.  Considering  the  under-five  child 
population  only,  no  less  than,  3,586  out  of  an  estimated  total  of 
8,040  had  not  been  immunised  by  the  end  of  1952.  The  parents 
of  these  young  children  should  realise  that  diphtheria  still  kills 
and  it  is  these  unprotected  children  who  will  contract  the  disease 
should  they  come  into  contact  with  it. 

Immunisation  is  a free  service  available  either  from  the 
family  doctor  or  through  the  school  clinic,  and  before  a child 
reaches  its  first  birthday  it  should  receive  two  injections,  with  an 
interval  of  one  month  between  the  two.  For  full  protection  a 
single  reinforcing  dose  at  the  age  of  five  when  entering  school  is 
necessary,  and,  as  an  added  precaution,  immunity  should  be  rein- 
forced by  a further  injection  about  the  age  of  nine  or  ten. 

The  two  tables  below  give  detailed  figures  relating  to  immu- 
nisation, the  first  for  children  belonging  to  Carnforth  Urban  Dis- 
trict and  the  second  to  children  within  Health  Division  No  2. 
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CARNFORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

IMMUNISATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1952 


Number  of  individuals  who  completed  a full  course  of 
primary  Immunisations  during  the  period. 


Age  at  Final  Injection 


0—1 

1—2 

2—3 

3—4 

4—5 

Total 

under  5 yrs. 

5—9 

10  -14 

Total 

5—14 

years 

Total 

15  yrs. 
& over 

23 

10 

4 

37 

1 

1 

Number  of  individuals  who  were  given  a reinforcement  injection, 
i.e.,  subsequent  to  complete  course. 


Age  Group 


0-^ 

5—9 

10—14 

Total  under 

Total  15  years 

15  years 

and  over 

4 

32 

4 

40 

1 

IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION 

— Health  Division  No.  2. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1952. 


Age  at  31  It 
December,  1952. 
i.e.  born  in  year. 

underl 

1952 

1-2 

1951 

2-3 

1950 

3-4 

1949 

4-5 

1948 

5-9 

1943- 

47 

10-14 

1938- 

42 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

Immunised. 

496 

937 

1058 

1089 

874 

5017 

5081 

14552 

Latest  estimated 
figure  for  child 
population 

Children  under  5 years 

8040 

Children  5-14 
years 

13105 

21145 

Percentage  of 
Child  Population 
in  age  groups  In 
an  i^mmunised 
state 

55.40% 

, 

77.05% 

68.82 

°/ 

/o 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


All  ambulance  services  are  provided  by  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  administered  from 
the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Victoria  House,  Regent  Street, 
Lancaster. 


NURSING  FACILITIES. 

District  Nursing  Services  and  Midwifery  Services  are  provided 
by  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  administered  from  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Victoria 
House,  Regent  Street,  Lancaster. 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS, 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  have  provided  a School  Clinic 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  21,  Market  Street,  Camforth. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewerage  of  the  whole  of  the  urban  district  is  by  gravity, 
the  sewers  taking  both  foul  and  storm  water  drainage.  The  area  is 
drained  by  3 separate  outfall  sewers  to  different  plants. 

The  main  portion  of  the  town,  which  includes  the  area  which 
has  been  used  for  post-war  housing  expansion,  is  sewered  to  a tank 
alongside  the  River  Keer  (a  tidal  stream)  and  after  settling  in  this 
tank  the  effluent  is  subject  to  discharge  on  ebb  tide. 

Two  other  sewage  disposal  plants  deal  with  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  district  (the  Crag  Bank  area),  each  purifying 
the  sewage  by  sedimentation  and  filtration  and  discharging  the 
effluent  into  adjacent  streams. 

At  the  upper  Crag  Bank  works  some  samples  of  the  effluent 
have  been  found  to  be  below  standard,  due  to  disturbance  of  th' 
filter  channels,  but  these  have  now  been  rectified. 
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PROVISION  OF  WATER  CLOSETS,  ETC. 


All  premises  within  the  Council’s  sewerage  system  with  the 
exception  of  Hagg  Farm  and  Cottages  are  connected  to  the 
Council's  sewers  and  have  water  closets,  45  of  which  are  of  the 
waste  water  type.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be  converted 
to  flush  with  fresh  water  at  an  early  date. 

Sanitary  accommodation  of  premises  not  within  the  sewerage 
system  is  made  up  as  follows: — 

10  W.C.’s  to  private  sewage  disposal  plants. 

6 Privies. 

9 Pail  Closets. 

Most  of  the  privies  and  pails  are  emptied  by  the  Council. 


SCAVENGING 

The  Council  continue  to  tip  at  Cote  Stones  by  agreement 
with  the  Lancaster  Rural  District  Council  and  arrangements  are 
very  satisfactory  to  the  Council. 

With  regard  to  the  old  tip  in  Kellet  Road,  the  Council  have 
enjoyed  the  free  levelling  and  reclamation  of  the  land  by  an 
adjoining  quarry  owner  and  within  a few  years  the  tip  ought  to 
be  in  excellent  condition  for  use  as  on  open  space,  for  which  it 
has  been  designated  on  the  proposed  Town  Map. 

As  anticipated,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  provide 
additional  labour  on  the  refuse  vehicle  during  the  year,  due  to 
the  increased  number  of  houses  on  the  Council’s  estate  and  the 
collection  from  both  private  and  trade  premises  has  proceeded 
during  the  year  with  very  few  complaints. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
Number  of  premises  visited,  75. 

Defects  or  Nuisances:  Number  discovered,  60,  number  abated,  56. 
Number  of  Notices  serv^ed  (informal),  60. 

Statutory,  Nil. 

Legal  proceedings.  Nil. 
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FOOD. 


Meat  : 

All  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  in  this 
area  is  carried  out  at  the  City  of  Lancaster  abattoir. 


Milk  : 

All  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the  area  is  sampled  by  a joint 
arrangement  and  the  results  of  samples  so  taken  during  the  year  are 
as  follows : — 


(i)  Tuberculosis-biological  tests. 

No.  of  samples  taken  38 

Results  positive  0 

Results  negative  38 

No  result  0 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations. 

No.  of  samples  taken  38 

Satisfactory  38 

Unsatisfactory  0 

(iii)  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test. 

No.  of  samples  taken  38 

Satisfactory  32 

Unsatisfactory  6 


Ice  Cream  : 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  manufacturing  ice  cream 
by  the  heat  treatment  process  and  all  premises  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  are  satisfactory  for  the  purpose. 


Food  Premises  and  Unsound  Food  : 

Food  premises  are  maintained  on  the  whole  in  a satisfactory 
condition  of  cleanliness,  though  structurally  internal  surfaces, 
walls,  floors,  etc.,  could  be  improved.  Small  amounts  of  food, 
principally  tinned  foods,  have  been  surrendered  and  destroyed 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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Food  Poisoning  Notifications; 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  within  the 
urban  district  notified  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops  : 

These  are  21  in  number  and  all  are  of  a small  type.  No  condi- 
tions have  been  found  calling  for  action  and  no  reports  received  of 
non-compliance  with  the  Act. 


Rodent  Control. 

The  area  continues  to  remain  clear  of  serious  infestations  of 
rats  and  mice,  due  to  the  inspections  of  the  rat  catcher.  The  test 
baiting  of  the  sewers  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  showed  them  to  be  free  of  infestation.  Small  and 
sporadic  infestations  occurring  at  the  sewage  disposal  plants  are 
easily  and  quickly  brought  under  control.  In  practically  all  cases 
of  any  infestation  occurring  on  private  property,  extermination  is 
carried  out  promptly  by  the  occupier,  without  recourse  to  other 
action. 


Housing  : 

The  Council  have  made  excellent  progress  during  the  year 
on  new  house  building  and  have  surprisingly  dealt  with  the  out- 
standing claims  for  priority  in  housing. 

Fresh  applications  continue  to  be  received,  however,  both 
from  persons  who  have  taken  up  employment  within  the  area 
and  from  outsiders  who  are  seeking  relief  from  their  housing  diffi- 
culties elsewhere. 

As  the  Council  still  hold  land  for  building,  these  demands 
can  be  met  by  the  development  of  the  remainder  of  the  estate  at 
Kellet  Road,  and  site  works  have  already  been  commenced  on 
land  which  can  accommodate  a further  140  houses. 

At  the  end  of  1952  the  Council  owned  232  houses  against  a 
figure  of  52  for  1939. 

Only  7 private  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 

Whilst  labour  and  materials  are  concentrated  on  new  housing, 
little  is  being  done  to  the  existing  properties,  either  in  the  way  of 
repairs  or  by  modernisation,  though  fortunately  they  are  on  the 
whole  of  good  structural  standard.  Many  of  them,  however,  al- 
though provided  with  individually  adequate  water  supply  and  water 
closets  lack  the  much  desired  convenience  of  hot  water  and  baths. 


TO 


There  have  been  very  few  instances  of  these  amenities  being  pro- 
vided and  not  a single  application  has  been  received  for  a recondi- 
tioning grant  under  the  Housing  Act  1949. 

The  housing  of  the  urban  district  is  made  up  as  follows : — 

367  detached  or  semi-detached,  modern,  of  good  standard 
and  generally  sound. 

459  cottage  type 

286  parlour  type 

Most  of  the  latter  two  groups  were  built  in  rows  about  1880  and 
are  generally  structurally  sound.  They  are  of  the  types  which  could 
be  much  improved  by  the  provision  of  the  amenities  referred  to. 
There  are  no  back  to  back  houses  in  the  area.  Although  most  of 
the  old  property  is  of  high  density  from  a planning  aspect,  there  are 
no  areas  which  are  scheduled  as  unhealthy.  When  the  housing 
demand  is  satisfied,  however,  a very  small  number  of  houses  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  the  occupants  rehoused. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Water  abundant  in  quantity  is  supplied  from  the  Carnforth 
District  Waterworks  Company's  reservoir  situate  at  Withnets, 
which  has  a capacity  of  70  million  gallons. 


It  receives  adequate  treatment  by  both  chlorination  and  filtra- 
tion and  it  is  analysed  regularly  by  the  Undertaking,  in  addition 
to  which  samples  are  taken  by  this  Authority.  Results  show  it 
to  be  satisfactory  in  quality. 


All  but  12  of  the  houses  within  the  Carnforth  Urban  District 
are  supplied  from  the  public  mains,  the  remainder  (outlying  farms 
and  cottages)  having  private  supplies.  The  expense  of  laying 
mains  to  these  premises  appears  to  be  the  one  prohibiting  factor 
towards  the  removal  of  these  unsatisfactory  supplies. 
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